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PRESS RELEASE

Nov. 29, 2010, 4:38 p.m. EST

Level 3 Communications Issues Statement Concerning
Comcast's Actions

BROOMFIELD, Colo., Nov 29, 2010 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Level 3 Communications, Inc.
(LVLT 1.01, +0.01, +1.00%) today issued the following statement, which can be attributed to
Thomas Stortz, Chief Legal Officer of Level 3:
"On November 19, 2010, Comcast informed Level 3 that, for the first time, it will demand a
recurring fee from Level 3 to transmit Internet online movies and other content to
Comcast's customers who request such content. By taking this action, Comcast is
effectively putting up a toll booth at the borders of its broadband Internet access network,
enabling it to unilaterally decide how much to charge for content which competes with its
own cable TV and Xfinity delivered content. This action by Comcast threatens the open
Internet and is a clear abuse of the dominant control that Comcast exerts in broadband
access markets as the nation's largest cable provider.
"On November 22, after being informed by Comcast that its demand for payment was 'take
it or leave it,' Level 3 agreed to the terms, under protest, in order to ensure customers did
not experience any disruptions.
"Level 3 operates one of several broadband backbone networks, which are part of the
Internet and which independent providers of online content use to transmit movies, sports,
games and other entertainment to consumers. When a Comcast customer requests such
content, for example an online movie or game, Level 3 transmits the content to Comcast
for delivery to consumers.
"Level 3 believes Comcast's current position violates the spirit and letter of the FCC's
proposed Internet Policy principles and other regulations and statutes, as well as
Comcast's previous public statements about favoring an open Internet.
"While the network neutrality debate in Washington has focused on what actions a
broadband access provider might take to filter, prioritize or manage content requested by
its subscribers, Comcast's decision goes well beyond this. With this action, Comcast is
preventing competing content from ever being delivered to Comcast's subscribers at all,
unless Comcast's unilaterally-determined toll is paid -- even though Comcast's subscribers
requested the content. With this action, Comcast demonstrates the risk of a 'closed'
Internet, where a retail broadband Internet access provider decides whether and how their
subscribers interact with content.
"It is our hope that Comcast's senior management, for whom we have great respect, will
closely consider their position on this issue and adopt an approach that will better serve
Comcast and Comcast's customers.
"While Comcast's position is regrettable, Level 3 remains open and willing to work through
these issues with Comcast. However, Level 3 does not seek any 'special deals' or
arrangements not generally available to other Internet backbone companies.
"Given Comcast's currently stated position, we are approaching regulators and policy
makers and asking them to take quick action to ensure that a fair, open and innovative

Find a Broker

Most Popular

1. U.S. stocks stage late-session comeback
2. Futures flat with focus on Ireland, retail sales

3. Obama proposes federal civilian-pay freeze

4. Japan to reject China's Korea talk plan: report

5. The mood turns ugly in Europe

Partner Center »
Trade Now at
Fidelity

Open. Fund. Trade
with Scottrade

Trade Free for 60
Days. E*TRADE
Securities.

Alpari (US) forex
trading got 100%
better

Why Pay More?
Switch to
OptionsHouse.

100 free trades
& up to $100 back for
switching.

MarketWatch's Latest Tweets
"Markets recover bulk of day 19s losses; Dow ends off 40 points
http://on.mktw.net/gdhqgV"

Sign inBecome a MarketWatch member todayFront Page News Viewer Commentary Markets Investing Personal Finance Community Games

MOST READ MOST COMMENTED

More

CEO of the Year

5:36 PM EST
New York

After
London
Closed

Tokyo
Closed

   

November 29, 2010

9:40p

9:40p
9:40p
9:29p
8:29p
11/29
11/29
5:34p
5:19p
5:16p
5:12p
5:10p
5:09p
5:06p
5:05p
5:02p
4:59p
4:53p
4:52p
4:49p
4:46p
4:46p

4:46p
4:42p

4:40p
4:29p
4:26p

View All

11,052
-39.51

-0.36%
DOW

2,525
-9.34

-0.37%
NASDAQ

1,188
-1.64

-0.14%
S&P 500

Latest News
Hang Seng China Enterprises down 0.4% at
12,843.11
Hong Kong's Hang Seng falls 0.4% to 23,081.29
Shanghai Composite climbs 0.3% to 2,873.92
Volvo reportedly recalls 18,850 cars in China
China online payments to hit 1 trillion yuan
Foster's Group upped to neutral at J.P. Morgan
Seagate ends talks to go private
Brazil stocks hurt by local rate, Irish worries
Light up the holidays — it won’t cost much
Microsoft says Kinect sales top 2.5M units
Crude oil lifts Canadian energy stocks
Regional banks lead financial stocks’ rise
Seagate shares pulled lower in late trading
Money managers close bets oil will go higher
Seagate ends talks to go private
Euro falls to two-month low on contagion fears
Treasurys gain as European worries persist
Seagate ends talks to go private
U.S. stocks stage late-session comeback
Energy stocks end mixed
Monday’s biggest gaining and declining stocks
BREAKING
Seagate shares resume trading, fall 6.1%
Dollar Thrifty names Richard Neu board chairman
BREAKING
Dollar Thrifty names Richard Neu board chairman
Amazon Cyber Monday rise bucks sector
Seagate ends going private talks with equity firms
Closing Bell from MarketWatch Radio Network

Loading more headlines...

SEARCH

2010 READERS' POLL 

This year, you decide
We're asking the readers to choose the
2010 MarketWatch CEO of the Year.
Take a look at the five nominees and
vote.

http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/stock/LVLT
http://www.marketwatch.com/brokercenter?reflink=djm_mwbrokercenter_partnercenterlink
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/v%3B223753404%3B2-0%3B3%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B39064620/39082377/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D10%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;232067838;44528589;x
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/z%3B221049797%3B0-0%3B2%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B34915136/34932966/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D2%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D11%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.wsod.com/click/8bec9b10877d5d7fd7c0fb6e6a631357/258.0.img.170x40/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/w%3B224288468%3B0-0%3B0%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B34864399/34882254/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D3%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D12%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3382.dj.comOX2351/B4135588.7;sz=170x40
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/r%3B232462785%3B0-0%3B1%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B39474603/39492390/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D4%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D13%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://track.adform.net/C/?bn=465768;C=0
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/g%3B221062375%3B0-0%3B1%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B36318385/36336263/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D5%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D14%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N6067.272419.6051478112621/B4179414;sz=170x40
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3a61/3/0/%2a/z%3B221572390%3B0-0%3B3%3B36641915%3B17268-288/40%3B38684813/38702570/1%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpos%3D6%3Bu%3D%5E%5E%3Bsz%3D288x40%3Btile%3D15%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/ed/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.sogotrade.com/?utm_source=MarketWatch&utm_medium=PartnerCenterButton17040Sept2010&utm_campaign=01025
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/us-stocks-slump-after-ireland-bailout-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/futures-rise-with-focus-on-ireland-retail-sales-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/obama-proposes-federal-civilian-pay-freeze-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/japan-to-reject-chinas-korea-talk-plan-report-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/the-mood-turns-ugly-in-europe-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/brokercenter?reflink=djm_mwbrokercenter_partnercentertitle
http://www.twitter.com/MarketWatch
http://on.mktw.net/gdhqgV
https://secure.marketwatch.com/user/account/logon
https://secure.marketwatch.com/user/registration/register
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/newsviewer
http://www.marketwatch.com/commentary
http://www.marketwatch.com/markets
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing
http://www.marketwatch.com/personal-finance
http://www.marketwatch.com/community
http://www.marketwatch.com/game
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp#
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp#
http://online.wsj.com/home
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://online.barrons.com/home
http://allthingsd.com/
http://www.fins.com/Finance-Jobs
http://www.smartmoney.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp#
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp#
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp#
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/newsviewer
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/index/DJIA
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/index/COMP
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/index/SPX
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/newsviewer
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/volvo-reportedly-recalls-18850-cars-in-china-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/china-online-payments-to-hit-1-trillion-yuan-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/fosters-group-upped-to-neutral-at-jp-morgan-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/seagate-ends-talks-to-go-private-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/brazil-stocks-hurt-by-local-rate-irish-worries-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/light-up-the-holidays-it-wont-cost-much-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/microsoft-says-kinect-sales-top-25m-units-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/tsx-declines-as-greenback-gains-ground-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/regions-leads-financial-stocks-rise-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/retail-stocks-may-stay-in-late-trading-focus-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/money-managers-close-bets-oil-will-go-higher-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/seagate-ends-talks-to-go-private-2010-11-29-17570
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/irish-bailout-details-fail-to-bolster-euro-2010-11-28
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/treasurys-gain-as-european-worries-persist-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/seagate-ends-talks-to-go-private-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/us-stocks-slump-after-ireland-bailout-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/energy-stocks-trade-lower-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/mondays-biggest-gaining-and-declining-stocks-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/stock/stx
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/dollar-thrifty-names-richard-neu-board-chairman-2010-11-29-1646110
http://www.marketwatch.com/investing/stock/dtg
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/amazon-cyber-monday-rise-defies-sector-stumble-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/seagate-ends-going-private-talks-with-equity-firms-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/closing-bell-from-marketwatch-radio-network-2010-11-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/ceooftheyear
http://www.marketwatch.com/ceooftheyear
http://www.marketwatch.com/ceooftheyear


11/29/10 7:42 PMLevel 3 Communications Issues Statement Concerning Comcast's Actions - MarketWatch

Page 2 of 3http://www.marketwatch.com/story/level-3-communications-issues-statement-concerning-comcasts-actions-2010-11-29?reflink=MW_news_stmp

Internet does not become a closed network controlled by a few institutions with dominant
market power that have the means, motive and opportunity to economically discriminate
between favored and disfavored content."
About Level 3 Communications
Level 3 Communications, Inc. (LVLT 1.01, +0.01, +1.00%) is a leading international provider
of fiber-based communications services. Enterprise, content, wholesale and government
customers rely on Level 3 to deliver services with an industry-leading combination of
scalability and value over an end-to-end fiber network. Level 3 offers a portfolio of metro
and long-haul services, including transport, data, Internet, content delivery and voice. For
more information, visit www.Level3.com.
(C) Level 3 Communications, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Level 3, Vyvx, "From Creation to
Consumption," Level 3 Communications and the Level 3 Communications Logo are either
registered service marks or service marks of Level 3 Communications, LLC and/or one of
its Affiliates in the United States and/or other countries. Level 3 services are provided by
wholly owned subsidiaries of Level 3 Communications, Inc. Any other service names,
product names, company names or logos included herein are the trademarks or service
marks of their respective owners.
Forward-Looking Statement
Some of the statements made in this press release are forward looking in nature. These
statements are based on management's current expectations or beliefs. These forward
looking statements are not a guarantee of performance and are subject to a number of
uncertainties and other factors, many of which are outside Level 3's control, which could
cause actual events to differ materially from those expressed or implied by the statements.
The most important factors that could prevent Level 3 from achieving its stated goals
include, but are not limited to, the current uncertainty in the global financial markets and
the global economy; disruptions in the financial markets that could affect Level 3's ability to
obtain additional financing; as well as the company's ability to: increase and maintain the
volume of traffic on the network; successfully integrate acquisitions; develop effective
business support systems; defend intellectual property and proprietary rights; manage
system and network failures or disruptions; develop new services that meet customer
demands and generate acceptable margins; adapt to rapid technological changes that lead
to further competition; attract and retain qualified management and other personnel; and
meet all of the terms and conditions of debt obligations. Additional information concerning
these and other important factors can be found within Level 3's filings with the Securities
and Exchange Commission. Statements in this press release should be evaluated in light
of these important factors. Level 3 is under no obligation to, and expressly disclaims any
such obligation to, update or alter its forward-looking statements, whether as a result of
new information, future events, or otherwise.
SOURCE: Level 3 Communications
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U.S. stocks stage
late-session
comeback
Major indexes retrieve bulk of
losses as worries about Europe
fade some and focus returns to
the U.S. economy.
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potential...
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