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Comcast's customers who request such content. By taking this action, Comcast is
1. U.S. stocks stage late-session comeback
effectively putting up a toll booth at the borders of its broadband Internet access network,
2. Futures flat with focus on Ireland, retail sales
enabling it to unilaterally decide how much to charge for content which competes with its
3. Obama proposes federal civilian-pay freeze
own cable TV and Xfinity delivered content. This action by Comcast threatens the open
4. Japan to reject China's Korea talk plan: report
Internet and is a clear abuse of the dominant control that Comcast exerts in broadband
access markets as the nation's largest cable provider.
5. The mood turns ugly in Europe
"On November 22, after being informed by Comcast that its demand for payment was 'take
it or leave it,' Level 3 agreed to the terms, under protest, in order to ensure customers did
Find a Broker
Partner Center »
not experience any disruptions.
"Level 3 operates one of several broadband backbone networks, which are part of the
Trade Now at
Internet and which independent providers of online content use to transmit movies, sports,
Fidelity
games and other entertainment to consumers. When a Comcast customer requests such
content, for example an online movie or game, Level 3 transmits the content to Comcast
Open. Fund. Trade
for delivery to consumers.
with Scottrade
"Level 3 believes Comcast's current position violates the spirit and letter of the FCC's
proposed Internet Policy principles and other regulations and statutes, as well as
Comcast's previous public statements about favoring an open Internet.
Trade Free for 60
Days. E*TRADE
"While the network neutrality debate in Washington has focused on what actions a
Securities.
broadband access provider might take to filter, prioritize or manage content requested by
its subscribers, Comcast's decision goes well beyond this. With this action, Comcast is
Alpari (US) forex
preventing competing content from ever being delivered to Comcast's subscribers at all,
trading got 100%
better
unless Comcast's unilaterally-determined toll is paid -- even though Comcast's subscribers
requested the content. With this action, Comcast demonstrates the risk of a 'closed'
Why Pay More?
Internet, where a retail broadband Internet access provider decides whether and how their
Switch to
subscribers interact with content.
OptionsHouse.
"It is our hope that Comcast's senior management, for whom we have great respect, will
closely consider their position on this issue and adopt an approach that will better serve
100 free trades
& up to $100 back for
Comcast and Comcast's customers.
switching.
"While Comcast's position is regrettable, Level 3 remains open and willing to work through
these issues with Comcast. However, Level 3 does not seek any 'special deals' or
arrangements not generally available to other Internet backbone companies.
MarketWatch's Latest Tweets
"Given Comcast's currently stated position, we are approaching regulators and policy
"Markets recover bulk of day 19s losses; Dow ends off 40 points
makers and asking them to take quick action to ensure that a fair, open and innovative
http://on.mktw.net/gdhqgV"
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Internet does not become a closed network controlled by a few institutions with dominant
market power that have the means, motive and opportunity to economically discriminate
between favored and disfavored content."
About Level 3 Communications
Level 3 Communications, Inc. (LVLT 1.01 , +0.01, +1.00% ) is a leading international provider
of fiber-based communications services. Enterprise, content, wholesale and government
customers rely on Level 3 to deliver services with an industry-leading combination of
scalability and value over an end-to-end fiber network. Level 3 offers a portfolio of metro
and long-haul services, including transport, data, Internet, content delivery and voice. For
more information, visit www.Level3.com.
(C) Level 3 Communications, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Level 3, Vyvx, "From Creation to
Consumption," Level 3 Communications and the Level 3 Communications Logo are either
registered service marks or service marks of Level 3 Communications, LLC and/or one of
its Affiliates in the United States and/or other countries. Level 3 services are provided by
wholly owned subsidiaries of Level 3 Communications, Inc. Any other service names,
product names, company names or logos included herein are the trademarks or service
marks of their respective owners.
Forward-Looking Statement
Some of the statements made in this press release are forward looking in nature. These
statements are based on management's current expectations or beliefs. These forward
looking statements are not a guarantee of performance and are subject to a number of
uncertainties and other factors, many of which are outside Level 3's control, which could
cause actual events to differ materially from those expressed or implied by the statements.
The most important factors that could prevent Level 3 from achieving its stated goals
include, but are not limited to, the current uncertainty in the global financial markets and
the global economy; disruptions in the financial markets that could affect Level 3's ability to
obtain additional financing; as well as the company's ability to: increase and maintain the
volume of traffic on the network; successfully integrate acquisitions; develop effective
business support systems; defend intellectual property and proprietary rights; manage
system and network failures or disruptions; develop new services that meet customer
demands and generate acceptable margins; adapt to rapid technological changes that lead
to further competition; attract and retain qualified management and other personnel; and
meet all of the terms and conditions of debt obligations. Additional information concerning
these and other important factors can be found within Level 3's filings with the Securities
and Exchange Commission. Statements in this press release should be evaluated in light
of these important factors. Level 3 is under no obligation to, and expressly disclaims any
such obligation to, update or alter its forward-looking statements, whether as a result of
new information, future events, or otherwise.
SOURCE: Level 3 Communications
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